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1. Introduction

“Student’s Day” is the fourth activity of the School Experience 1 lesson. For this activity we attend Private Bilkent Primary School. This activity is about the observation of student. The goal of this activity is to observe one of the students during that day in terms of student’s attention to the teacher, learning style and state of being active in the lesson. From the beginning of the day to the end of the day I observed Kerim Taşkın, who is 6th grade student. 

2. Student’s Profile 

	Student’s Profile

	Name:
	Kerim

	Surname:
	Taşkın

	Age:
	13

	School:
	Private Bilkent Primary School

	Grade:
	6th Grade

	Branch:
	6-C

	Characteristics:
	Successful, respectful, cheerful, friendly, clever, gentleman, enthusiastic, responsible



When we consider his characteristic features, Kerim is a very gentleman and cheerful boy and he is very successful and respectful student. Also, he shares his ideas and questions, and wants to answer the questions when his teacher asks to the whole class, so his participation was high in the lessons. Additionally, he mentioned that he wants to be a pilot in the future.  


2.1 Study Habits of Kerim


When I asked, “how do you study your lesson?” then he answered my question as “I study very much and in a regular way.”  Thus, it is easy to understand that he has a regular study habit. Also, he thinks that if he studies regularly, he does not have any difficulties, which are about achievement.  If he has an exam, he studies his exam at least an hour, it can be changeable in terms of the lesson and its content. He said that he don’t like delaying his homework, so he finishes his homework when he goes home.

2.2 Learning Strategy of Kerim


Kerim said that he likes mathematic, science and social lessons. Also, he mentioned that if he studies social and some parts of science lessons, he likes reading rather than writing as taking a note. At that point he thinks that sometimes when he writing something, his concentration and motivation can affect in a negative way. However, when he study mathematic or science lessons, he likes to solve problems by using some mathematical functions via writing.  He said that sometimes we have same subjects more than one because he goes to course, so it can be boring but actually it is beneficial for us to understand deeply and internalize the information. Also, he mentioned that question and answer is a good method to think critically. 

3. 6-C Lesson Schedule

	Time
	Name of the lesson

	10:20-10:50
	Science (but they had practice for choir)

	11:00-12:20
	Exam

	13:00-13:40
	Turkish

	14:00-14:40
	Social Studies

	14:50-15:30
	Guidance



During the school day, Kerim Taşkın attended four different lessons. In the morning, she attended 1 hours of Science lesson but they attended choir practice for “18 Mart Çanakkale Şehitlerini Anma Günü”. Thus, they did not have any science lesson that I observed. After that, they had exam between 11:00 and 12:20. Then, there was their lunchtime. After the lunchtime, they had Turkish lesson and then they had social studies lesson and finally they had guidance lesson with teacher of social studies.

4. Lesson Activities of Kerim


Kerim had four lessons, which was observed, on the 12th of March in 2010. Also, he had some activities during the lessons, which can be changeable in terms of the lessons. 

During the whole day Kerim’s lesson activities are: 

· Listen to the teacher (lesson) [image: image2.png]



· Note taking/writing about lesson [image: image3.png]



· Participate the lesson [image: image4.png]



· Group working [image: image5.png]



· Checking homework [image: image6.png]



· Answering friends questions [image: image7.png]



· Answering teachers questions [image: image8.png]



· Asking question about lesson [image: image9.png]
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                    Chart 1: Kerim’s lesson activities percentages
5. Observation of the Third Lesson


Actually, it was a Science lesson but they did not do Science lesson, because they had choir practicing for 18 March. At the beginning of the lesson, I was confused because, I went to Science class, but 6-C was not here. I asked some students and a teacher, after that I learned that 6-C will be music room but I did not know where it is, so one student who are in 6-C, helped me to find the music room.  Then, while they were practicing their march, I had a chance to observe Kerim. There were some students who were not listen to music teacher’s advices, but Kerim was a mild and tried to apply what the teacher said. Some students shared their ideas, which were about the types of singing, but Kerim did not participate. He was only attended while they were all singing and playing the kazoo. Music teacher said that she wants to choose one student as a choir chief, most of boys wanted to have this role, but Kerim did not show any wishes for this role. This lesson was about 30 minutes, because they have an exam at 11:00.


5.1 Kerim’s Class Activity Table for Third Lesson

	Activity Name
	Duration

	Listening
	10 minutes

	Question & Answer
	5 minutes

	Practicing
	15 minutes



5.2 Kerim’s Class Activity Graph for Third Lesson
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                     Chart 2: Kerim’s class activity for choir practicing

6. Observation of Sixth Lesson 


It was a Turkish lesson. At the beginning of the lesson, the teacher explained the aim of the lesson and her expectations about the lesson. She mentioned about a kind of theatre that prepared by them for “18 Mart Çanakkale Şehitlerini Anma Günü”. Teacher showed a picture, which included two little soldiers and explained a short story, which was about the Çanakkale War. When the teacher explained the story; she demonstrated the countries, which were joined the Çanakkale War, by using map. Thus, she has informed them about the activity of 18 March. At that point, she mentioned about the importance of museums. Also, she wanted them to share their experiences, which can be museum. Kerim told that he went to a museum and he saw bullets, which were bumped, and also he added that there was a bomb, which included iron marble. He showed that he affected more from this kind of experiences. At the beginning of the semester, they wrote letters for veterans. Thus, teacher again wanted them to write a letter for the little soldiers that were showed at the beginning of the lesson. At that point, Kerim asked to her “Is the time enough to write it?” because there were only 20 minutes to finish the lesson, and again Kerim wanted to be sure about the way of addressing someone directly which is done by him in the exam. Teacher, answer that “addressing someone is very important part for writing a letter, so you are right Kerim”, so Kerim was happy and said “Yahoo”. After that, teacher gave colorful papers in terms of their choices. Kerim chose blue paper. Teacher tried to recall their knowledge, which was about the techniques of writing a letter via question and answer method. Besides, the teacher wanted the students to integrate the acceptance of “İstiklal Marşı” with “Çanakkale War”, because on the 12th of March was the acceptance day for the poem named with “İstiklal Marşı” as our national marsh. After the explanations, Kerim was fully concentrated to his letter. At that point, the teacher said that we read the letter that finish firstly to increase the students’ motivation. At this time, a discussion was started which was about “What is meaning of Mehmetçik?” so some of students also Kerim shared their ideas. In addition, Kerim have a question, which was about the meaning of the word, while he was writing a letter, so he asked the question with raising his hand. A few minutes ago at the end of the lesson, Kerim finished his letter as a firstly, and gave to the teacher and he said that “teacher, please do not read to class”. Then, teacher controlled his letter and gave a feedback, which was related to meaning of the sentence, and then Kerim made regulations on his paper and he gave back it to the teacher. In short, Kerim was very concentrated to the lesson. He listened to his teacher and asked some questions to her. Also, answered the questions asked by his classmates and he attended the small class discussion.


6.1 Kerim’s Class Activity Table for Sixth Lesson

	Activity Name
	Duration

	-Writing Notes & Individual Work
	18 minutes

	-Listening
	12 minutes

	-Asking Questions & Taking Feedback
	5 minutes

	-Answering Questions
	5 minutes



6.2 Kerim’s Class Activity Graph for Sixth Lesson
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                           Chart 3: Kerim’s class activity for Turkish lesson
7. Observation of Seventh Lesson


It was a Social Science lesson, which was a verbal lesson. Kerim wait this lesson in his desk. When teacher came to class, some students stand up but some of them did not stand up. Kerim stands up every lesson when teacher come to the class. After that, teacher distributed the study paper to the students for assessing their performances. Then, students began to answer the homework questions one by one; at this point, Kerim asked, “can we use our notes and notebooks”. Actually, he was fully concentrated in the lesson; even this was a verbal lesson. Lesson was continuing by using question and answer method. Kerim asked about his misconception, which was about one question, teacher answered this question. Besides, when teacher was writing the answer of first question on the board, Kerim wrote the answer of second question to his paper. And then, he controlled his answer from the teacher’s answer. Also, teacher asked some questions to increase students’ motivation while teacher was writing the answers of questions on the board. Kerim wanted to answer these questions, which directed when they were interested in their own study papers. Thus, Kerim raised his hand to answer the questions, and then teacher gave chance to him to answer the question. In a short, generally Kerim likes Social Science lesson and he gave high performance to participate in the lesson and he really wanted to join the activities in lesson. 


7.1 Kerim’s Class Activity Table for Seventh Lesson

	Activity Name
	Duration

	Writing Notes
	10 minutes

	Listening
	10 minutes

	Asking Questions
	5 minutes

	Answering Questions
	10 minutes

	Work Alone
	5 minutes



7.2 Kerim’s Class Activity Graph for Seventh Lesson
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                                Chart 4: Kerim’s class activity for Social Science lesson
8. Observation of Eighth Lesson


It was Guidance lesson with Social Science teacher that was the last lesson of the week. Most of students seemed a bit tired. At the beginning of the lesson, teacher said that she got a film, which names were “Terabithia Köprüsü”. Students were happy because of this. At that point, teacher gave them papers to answer the questions at the end of the film or during the lesson, which were about the film. The film was about tyranny and attitudes of college students. In the film, there were a group of students who were in the class and there is a teacher who tried to explain her lesson rules and assignment for students. While the teacher was explaining the lesson rules, which were about cheating, a student from the class asked that how many page(s) should we do for this homework, and the teacher who was in the film said that only one page, then one of students said I could do even two pages. At that point, a group of 6-C students said “this student resembles Kerim and Irem in our class” then most of students and teacher were smile even Kerim, but Irem rebuffed to them. Besides, Kerim both watched the film and answered the questions that given from the teacher, during the lesson. At the end of the lesson, the film was not finished, but teacher said that she can give chance to watch it if they can keep quiet. At this point, Kerim gave the paper to the teacher, but most of students did not answer the questions, so they did not give their papers. Also, Kerim said to me “Have a good day teacher” before he was going out from the class.


8.1 Kerim’s Class Activity Table for Eighth Lesson

	Activity Name
	Duration

	Writing Notes 
	10 minutes

	Watching the film
	30 minutes

	Question and Answer
	5 minutes



8.2 Kerim’s Class Activity Graph for Eighth Lesson
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                           Chart 5: Kerim’s class activity for Guidance lesson
9. The Student’s Impressions about the Day

Kerim was seemed very tired at the end of the Friday lessons. He said that he likes all lessons in equally. But his most favourite lessons are Mathematic, Science and Social Science. He said that he likes studying these lessons. In the classes he really tried to join to lessons, he wanted to increase his participation in the lessons. He raised his hand for questions and also he asked some questions when he need to ask. At the beginning of the observation, I thought that he could feel uncomfortable when I ask some questions to him, but he did not have any difficulties while answering to my questions. Also according to my observations he is very silent, tidy, knowing his responsibilities and he really helpful and has a good relationship and friendship with his both teachers and friends. He is a good model for gentleman boy and hardworking student. 

10. My Impressions about the Student’s Day

Firstly, it was a really different day for me, because after a long time I joined a primary school’s lessons like a student. Also I had a chance to observe other branches teachers in a teacher perspective. According to my observations teachers used some visual materials such as computer, projector. Also, there are lots of useful visual materials that can be beneficial and effective for their lessons as instructional tools, but they did not use different kinds of visual tools. At least teachers can prepare some slides or videos for their lessons to make more enjoyable in a constructivist way. But I observed that any teacher that I joined did not use much more visual materials. In addition, teacher’s attitudes to the students are very important part for school life. Teachers have really huge effects on student’s future plans, occupation decision and characteristic features. According to my observation the teachers who are in Private Bilkent Primary School, are really friendly to their students. They are really patient and they try to act in a good manner to their students. These behaviours really affect students’ real life experiences.

11. How can this information are used with my lesson planning?


According to my observation, teachers really prepared their lessons. The activities, their questions were really good organized in terms of the lesson content and students’ levels. However, in the lessons some teachers were generally begun to lesson directly. Some of them did not talk about the aims of the current day lesson and what they will focus during the lesson.  In my future life as a teacher, this activity will be useful for me because I observed a student during the whole day and I had some ideas which are about the students’ expectations from their lessons and their teachers. Generally, students want to be more active in the lessons. Also, interaction between the students and the teachers is very crucial part to make a lesson in an effective and constructivist way. Additionally, following the technological development and applying this development to the lessons are also very necessary to improve students and teachers’ achievements.  
12. Conclusion


This activity was very enjoyable and useful for us because understanding the students’ behaviors is really necessary to have different perspectives for students’ family life, social life and school life conditions. Besides, every student has some differences from each other in terms of their learning strategies and their concentration and motivation processes. At that point, teachers should consider this kind of differences. Thus, teachers should generate a general teaching strategy for his/her students, because lessons should not be monotonous. Teachers should generate different methods while teaching such as using visual materials, giving them a chance to be more active for being lessons as constructivist way and student-centred. Thus, this activity enables me to understand the attitudes of the students during the lessons, their study habits after the school and their learning styles. 


During my observation, the whole students of 6-C were very helpful for me. I observed Kerim Taşkın who is in 6-C student. For example, when I asked some questions about their course, class time, and in-class or out-class activities, he helped me and answered my questions as a tactful and sympathetic way. Kerim had a crucial role in the class participation in terms of answering the questions and asking questions to his teachers. He paid more attention to his all lessons, and so we can consider that he is a successful student.
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                                 Chart 6: Kerim’s class activity for whole lessons
References

Bilkent University, 1998. Faculty-School Partnership and School Experience-Blue
Book. 
Ankara. YÖK, Meteksan Printing House.












PAGE  
2

