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Introduction
“Observing Lesson Management and Class Control” is the fifth activity of the School Experience I course. This activity is about the observation of lesson management and class control styles which can be changeable in terms of the teachers’ own techniques and experiences and the content of the lesson. In this week, we observe the lesson which is related with lesson management and class control. At that point, we had a good activity with Zekai Uçan in Bilkent High School. Besides, we observed only two classes but we understood that teachers’ lesson management and class control can be changeable in terms of the students’ attitudes and approaches. 
Lesson with 11 MF-B 

	Teacher
	Zekai UÇAN
	Support
	Serkan TAN
	Date
	19.03.2010

	Lesson
	Information and Computer Technology

	Class
	11 MF-B
	No. of Pupils
	5
	Boys
	3
	Girls
	2

	Duration
	80’

	Topic
	Continuation of Digital Art activity



	Starting the Lesson



	Mr. Uçan took the attendance and signed the class notebook when the students came into the computer laboratory. Students sat their own chairs, because they had a settling plan at the beginning of the semester. Also, when he was taking the attendance he realized that two of the students did not come to the lesson, so he asked “where is your friends?” they said “Aslı has a disciplinary penalty, so she is in discipline council”. At that point, she called the discipline council and checked the Aslı’s problem. At that time, Aslı came to the class to give a permission paper. Other absent student was Defne, her friends explained that Defne was in the Chemistry exam and also her friends gave a paper to Mr. Uçan which reflects the Defne’s examination. After that, he reminded the last lessons activity and then he explained the aims of activity for Friday lesson and he warned some of the students who did not give anything which can be reflection of his or her performances about the last lesson. His tone of voice was high to gain their attention and control the class management. Then, he explained his expectation from them. Also, he explained the activity which was about Atatürk, adolescent and childhood that includes the art lesson and computer lesson, so the activity was a combination of art and computer lessons. Besides, he admonished some students when they disrupt the other students’ motivations.


	During the Lesson



	Students continued their last week’s works which they started the Digital Art activity. This activity will be exhibited in the “23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Çocuk Bayramı” or “19 Mayıs Gençlik ve Spor Bayramı”.  Today’s lesson integrated with their art lesson, so Serkan Tan who is art teacher in Bilkent High School, came to the computer laboratory at 13:00 to help the students activities in terms of the theme and the content. Mr. Tan’s tone of voice was also high. Mr. Uçan and Mr. Tan controlled the students’ performances individually, so they gave some feedbacks and also they gave a chance them to think as different perspectives. Also, they encouraged them to improve their performances. For example; while Mr. Uçan and Mr. Tan examining the Serkan’s work in the lesson, Mr. Tan said “Serkan’s creativity is already high, I am sure he can make creative things.” Besides, both Mr. Uçan and Mr. Tan knew the students’ names. Then, one student downloaded a software which was not about the lesson, Mr. Uçan realized that and he warned him as a seriously with the high tone of voice. Actually, Mr. Uçan and Mr. Tan were focused on the students’ performances and works, and then they explicated the weak and strong points of their works. Thus, he was aware of the students’ performances and work progresses. Besides, Mr. Uçan had eye contact with all of the students in the lesson, and he gave necessary feedbacks for their work progresses, and also his tone of voice was high and emphatic during the lesson.  


	Strategies



	He made a small revision which was about previous lesson activity. This class activity was project based, so students were more active, also Mr. Uçan was moved around the class for monitoring their works during the lesson. There were not more activities in this lesson, because students focused on their Digital Art activities. Thus, I did not observe any case about the organizing transitions between activities, because there was only one project. Besides, if students asked a question about their works which can be covered whole class, Mr. Uçan directed this question to the students. Thus, he gave a chance them to think directly what they can do if they have any difficulties about their projects. Sometimes, he said “it is a good work”, so he encouraged them if their works deserved it. But, sometimes some students said “teacher I could not do it”, then he helped them and said “it should not be more difficult for you, I am sure you can deal with this difficulties” so he also encouraged them. In addition, if there was a student who finished his/her works early, Mr. Uçan let him/her to play a game or surf the Internet as a free what ever they want of course in terms of the school disciplinary. 
Generally, Mr. Uçan had these strategies in his lessons that we observed: individual projects, question and answer, giving feedback, he activated their schemas and advance organizer which means giving a chance to students to discuss what they already know about the topic before they learn it, so students can make a connection between their new and old knowledge. Actually, he wants to make a meaningful learning environment.


	Ending the Lesson



	Mr. Uçan wanted them to save their works in his flash memory, because he will evaluate their performances by examining their works after the lesson. At that point, he summarized the lesson in a short way. Also, He mentioned the next lesson plan in a short way. Then, he wanted them to turn off their computers. 
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Chart 1: Mr. Uçan’s Lesson Management and Class Control towards 
the 11 MF-B Lesson
Lesson with Student Branch of the Computer Technoogy
	Teacher
	Zekai UÇAN
	Date
	19.03.2010

	Lesson
	Student Branch of the Computer Technology

	Class
	Computer Club
	No. of Pupils
	7
	Boys
	7
	Girls
	0

	Duration
	80’

	Topic
	Computer Club activity which was about adding and editing the news for computer club website (www.pcbilkent.net)


It was a branch of the computer technology lesson; students were all the members of this branch, they were more enthusiastic than the other class students. Thus, teacher’s attitudes of classroom control and lesson management techniques can be changeable in terms of students’ levels and attentions.
	Starting the Lesson



	Two of the students came early to the computer laboratory. At that time, he realized that there were a few students and he said “I know two of them have permissions but where are the others?” then two students came to the class while Mr. Uçan was signing the class notebook. Thus, he asked “where did you come from?” they answered “we went to plant a tree, so we are late”, after that three students came to the class and they said “previous lesson teacher let to go out as late, actually we run to catch up this lesson. If you want to permission paper which reflects our latencies”, but Mr. Uçan said “it is ok, but you should not do it again”. Generally, students came as a late in today’s lesson. As a shortly, at the beginning of the lesson, there were 2 students, then 4 students and then their population was increased as 7 students.  Mr. Uçan took attendance and then a teacher who has a smile face, came to the class and checked the attendance.  At this moment, he explained that they can start to search news and edit the computer club website. When students spoke each other loudly and he warned them as a seriously, but he was a bit flexible because this lesson was a computer club lesson. Also, he changed his tone of voice according to students’ behaviors.




	During the Lesson



	Students started to search interesting news for computer club website, and also Mr. Uçan controlled their performances from his own computers. When students had some questions about the selection of the news for www.pcbilkent.net, he helped them and gave some suggestions. Besides, students had a chance to discuss their opinions and selections each other, so they were aware of their work progresses and choices of news and articles. Mr. Uçan knows the students names, so when he speak with one of them, he said his name. Remind his expectations from their performances during the lesson which is related to website categories. He controlled their all works during the lesson from his computer, if their works need any suggestions; he gave them some important suggestions which can be related to choosing categories, news and articles. Actually, he was making eye contact with the students. Also, he interested in their works and controlled them during the lesson.


	Strategies



	There were no different activities in this lesson, thus there were no transition between the activities. Also, both students and Mr. Uçan was aware of their responsibilities which were about the computer club lesson. Generally, he explained what will they do in this lesson in a short way and also he was monitoring and observing the students’ performances. Sometimes, they have a chance to discuss the news and articles which can be useful for their computer club website. At that point, he gives an opportunity which is relevant with discovery learning, and cooperative learning. Because students search all news individually and share their findings with their friends and teacher. They completed their works so they used their time in a good way.


	Ending the Lesson



	At the end of the lesson, he mentioned the next weeks’ activity in a short way. Also, he reminded them about the searching the news and events during the week. He said “have nice weekend.”
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Chart 2: Mr. Uçan’s Lesson Management and Class Control towards 
the Computer Club Lesson
Conclusion

In this week, we examined lesson management and class control in a detail way, thus we understood that lesson management techniques can be changeable in terms of the lesson content and students’ attitudes. Also, management techniques can be changeable according to high school and primary school, so students’ level also important point in terms of the lesson management and class control. We observed two different groups and one teacher, so we realized that teacher should have different options to obtain the students’ motivations, because all classes/groups have different atmospheres so, teacher should obtain students’ adaptation to the lesson, sometimes it can be difficult but it is an essential factor to take some positive reflections from the students and their activities. Mr. Uçan’s method was generally student-centered as we observed; he explained his expectations, gave some suggestions about their works and controlled their work progresses. In my opinion, it was a good way to find out students’ imaginations and their own abilities to gain attention to the lesson. 
As a conclusion, this week was very beneficial for me, because this activity provides a chance to think how we can deal with some distractions and have classroom management. Thus, it can be easy to see that lesson management and classroom control are very important for teachers to be an effective teacher. 
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